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Madrid, August 24, 2020 
 
 
 
Mr. Rámon Cabrera Ceñal 
Sociedad de Investigación y Explotación 
Minera de Castilla y León (SIEMCALSA) 
rcabrera@siemcalsa.com 
 

Ms. Pamela Lesser 
Univeristy of Lapland 
MIREU WP4 "SLO" coordinator 
pamela.lesser@ulapland.fi 

Ms. Kaisa Turunen 
Geological Survey of Finland, GTK 
MIREU project coordinator 
kaisa.turunen@gtk.fi 
 

Mr. Juha Kaija 
Geological Survey of Finland, GTK 
MIREU project coordinator 
juha.kaija@gtk.fi 

Mr. Ryan Titley 
MIREUs communication and marketing  
European Regions Research and 
Innovation Network 
ryan.titley@errin.eu 
 

Mr. Heidi Johansson 
MIREUs communication and marketing  
European Regions Research and 
Innovation Network 
heidi.johansson@errin.eu 

 
 
Subject: Request of information concerning Ecologistas en Acción and mining 
conflicts in Spain in which Ecologistas en Acción is involved included in the Mining 
and Metallurgy Regions of EU (MIREU) project materials 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cabrera, Ms. Lesser, Ms. Turunen, Mr. Kaija, Mr. Titley and Ms. Johansson, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Ecologistas en Acción, the largest Spanish confederation of 
environmental groups consisting of over 300 organizations with more than 35,000 members. 
As you already know, Ecologistas en Acción is involved in dozens of mining conflicts related 
to irresponsible and destructive mining projects across Spain. In 2019 Ecologistas en Acción 
published a report on speculative mining in Spain1 where several case studies exemplifying 
misconduct by mining operators and the Administration are exposed. 
 
Ecologistas en Acción has recently been made aware of the Mining and Metallurgy Regions 
of EU (MIREU) Horizon 2020 project in which you are personally responsible in various 
capacities. Without any prior consultation or contact with our organization, MIREU has decided 
to list Ecologistas en Acción as a regional stakeholder including such description in publically 

 
1 https://www.ecologistasenaccion.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Report-Speculative-Mining-in-Spain.pdf 
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available documentation, such as the “REGIONAL CULTURAL IDENTITY AND 
STAKEHOLDER MAPPING REPORT D4.1 Deliverable (Re-submission) 11/09/2018” 2 (page 
71, Annex 8 (8.1.1 Establishing the SLO framework / stakeholders”). 
 
More so, we have been made aware by MIREU participants that internal documents of the 
MIREU project have repeatedly made false comments and statements regarding Ecologistas 
en Acción and numerous projects and campaigns in which the confederation and its affiliated 
groups are directly involved. For example, in your April 30, 2020 MIREU meeting, during a 
follow up discussion after a presentation by Mr. Ramón Cabrera Ceñal on “Spanish Conflict 
Mapping and Case Studies” it was stated that “Ecologists in Accion [sic] have an internal 
rule not to go to meetings because they could be convinced to support a project”. 
 
Such false claims by MIREU project partners are simply unacceptable, particularly when 
MIREU partners in Spain, and especially the Regional Government of Andalucía, are perfectly 
aware that our continuous and direct involvement in projects most often includes numerous 
meetings with mining companies themselves as well as the Administration. 
 
To mention just a recent example, on June 19, 2019, Ecologistas en Acción organized a field 
visit and meeting with Atalaya Mining Riotinto CEO Mr. Alberto Lavandeira Adán and General 
Director Enrique Delgado. The visit and meeting lasted for six hours and resulted in an in-
depth report commissioned to Dr. Steven H. Emerman by Ecologistas en Acción that was 
submitted to regional authorities and the company itself (“Análisis de Riesgo de las Presas de 
Relaves en la Mina Riotinto, Andalucía, España”) detailing critical risks associated with 
potential tailings dam failure at Riotinto. We are willing to provide this and similar technical 
reports prepared by Ecologistas en Acción to illustrate misconducts and proposed project 
shortcomings across Spain so you can better understand the evidence-based reasons behind 
intense opposition to certain mining projects in Spain. 
 
This should lead you to critically reconsider statements included in your proposed European 
SLO Guidelines such as: “Cultural differences manifest clearly here, especially on the Iberian 
Peninsula where there are more anti-mining demonstrations than generally seen in the other 
parts of Europe.” Systemic lack of compliance with basic EU environmental laws and extensive 
corruption within the Public Administration may be a clue to understand how mining 
developments based on extremely poor and dangerously conceived low-cost mining projects 
that would not be even conceived in any other European country are allowed in Spain. 
 
Instead of evaluating basic facts of continuing misconduct by mining operators and the 
Administration (which is evidenced, for example, in numerous court rulings sustaining claims 
made by Ecologistas en Acción) campaigns and local platforms promoted by Ecologistas en 
Acción are described in MIREU as lying or “telling ‘half truth’ to the people, moving them to 
claim against mining companies, mining laws (which they don't know), government and 
everybody who supports mining.” Such distorted image actually mirrors the extensive and 
systemic corruption and disregard for the environment, local communities and law that can be 
found within the mining sector in Spain. 
 

 
2 https://mireu.eu/system/files/2020-01/Deliverable%204.1%20-
%20Regional%20cultural%20identity%20and%20stakeholder%20mapping%20report_2020-01-03_2300.pdf 
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In contrast with such biased and distorted views, Ecologistas en Acción actually relies on a 
broad team of specialized geologists, hydrologists, mining engineers, environmental lawyers, 
biologists and other scientists and professionals to issue rigorous, evidence-based reports to 
substantiate its claims and public statements. This includes independent external consultants, 
such as in the previously mentioned example for Riotinto.3 MIREU’s representation of 
movements and campaigns in Spain in which Ecologistas en Acción has been involved for 
years is, to say the least, biased, and, more frankly, on the verge of defamatory, evidencing 
that no effort has been made by the project to assess the stance of local NGOs and other 
stakeholders beyond the limited sphere of MIREU partners themselves. 
 
To adequately address our legitimate concerns, we hereby request that copy of all 
documents, including internal MIREU communications, that refer explicitly or implicitly to 
Ecologistas en Acción and local campaigns and platforms which we are part of or support are 
provided to us at the shortest notice. We particularly request that the presentation, maps, 
spreadsheets of the “Spanish Conflict Mapping and Case Studies” prepared by Mr. Ramón 
Cabrera is provided, as well as the provisional and final case studies referring to Spain in the 
MIREU WP4 "SLO", together with any information, public or internal, with reference to Spanish 
movements, organizations or platforms that have been studied as part of MIREU project. 
 
Failure to comply with this request will prompt immediate action by Ecologistas en Acción with 
the European Commission, and particularly with the Executive Agency for Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises and the European Commission DG Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW), demanding a full audit of the MIREU project and 
the precautionary suspension of any further EU funding to MIREU participating entities. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Elena Solis 
Coordinator of the Mining Area 
Ecologistas en Acción 
mineria@ecologistasenaccion.org  
www.ecologistasenaccion.org/mineria  

 
3 Dr. Steven H. Emerman has a B.S. in Mathematics from The Ohio State University, an M.A. in Geophysics from 
Princeton University, and Ph.D. in Geophysics from Cornell University. Dr. Emerman has 31 years of experience 
teaching hydrology and geophysics and has 66 peerreviewed publications in these areas. Dr. Emerman is the 
owner of Malach Consulting, which specializes in evaluating the environmental impacts of mining for mining 
companies, as well as governmental agencies and non-governmental organizations. 


