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CUCAFE 
Georgette BILONDA, licenciée en géo-
graphie et gestion de l’environnement, 
est présidente du Club Unesco du Cen-
tre d’Action Femme et Enfant (CU-
CAFE) créé en 1994 en R.D. Congo et 
co-fondatrice du Réseau des ONG de 
l’Afrique Centrale de Lutte contre la 
Désertification, le Changement Clima-
tique et la perte de la Biodiversité (le 
sigle étant RONGAC/DECCBI) depuis 
2003 au Gabon. 

CUCAFE a mis la main à la pâte en 
ce qui concerne la sensibilisation, la 
vulgarisation, la mobilisation et la for-
mation dans le secteur précis de l’en-
vironnement pour une maîtrise et une 
revalorisation de ses produits.

Nous sommes appelés à faire face 
à plusieurs catastrophes naturelles qui 
attaquent en particulier nos populations 
disséminés à travers notre sous région, 
nos pays, nos provinces créant en outre 
la sécheresse et la pauvreté.

Il est important de contribuer à 
l’appel solidaire qui ouvre le processus 
de mise en place des actions program-
mées en vue de lutter contre la déserti-
fication, le réchauffement climatique et 

Today, the 14th September 
at 10:30 the new General 

Secretary of the UNCCD is 
meeting the NGOs in Room 035

Today officially marks the final 
day of COP8 and the NGOs are 
still hoping for the necessary 

political will to bring about a turning 
point on the Convention and allow it to 
be put into action.

 After two weeks of intense work 
the NGOs have mixed evaluations, 
from satisfaction in terms of the overall 
experience and cooperative work that 
occurred between social organizations, 
to feelings of desperation for the time 

it has taken to make decisions and the 
difficulties in influencing governments. 
Although the most important decisions 
are being taken while this is being writ-
ten, several organizations believe that 
there has been a considerable advance 
in this COP compared to the previous 
sessions, and this will be realized in 
binding decisions. Nevertheless any ad-
vances are clearly insufficient to ensure 
that the Convention is actually effective 
in the fight against desertification.q

The non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) that have gathered in Madrid 
for the eighth session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties on the United Na-
tions Convention to Combat Desertifi-
cation would like to thank the Spanish 
authorities responsible for the coordi-
nation of this conference for their ef-
fort and support, the Secretariat of the 
Convention, in particular the Spanish 
NGOs Asamblea de Cooperación por 
la Paz, Ecologistas en Acción, Fun-
dación IPADE y WWF/Adena and all 
of the other organisations participating 
in this conference.

 The NGO participants would like 
to reiterate the need for all parties to 

fulfil all the commitments that have 
already been agreed upon, as well as 
the importance of giving a strong and 
well-placed impetus to the implemen-
tation of measures that work in favour 
of sustainable development in areas 
that are already desertified or are at 
risk of being desertified.

 We demand a move to immediate 
action. Up until now, the passiveness 
and non-existence of intervention has 
been chronic. This situation has fed the 
disappointment and frustration of the 
people that day after day are actively 
fighting for the improvement of living 
conditions and the environmental, so-
cial and economically sustainable de-
velopment of populations affected by 
desertification.

 The current state of soil degrada-
tion affects food security, increases 
poverty, causes international migration 
on a large scale, exacerbates intra-re-

Declaration of Non-Governmental Organization participants in the 
Eighth Session of the Conference of the Parties on the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification before the High Level Segment 

of COP 8.
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TerrAfrica. Interview to Moshe Tsehlo, Lesotho

G
eo

rg
et

te
 B

ilo
nd

a

la perte des écosystèmes dans la zone 
intertropicale, susceptibles d’apporter 
des solutions efficientes et durables.

Des projets, nous en avons de toutes 
sortes dans nos tiroirs. La dégradation 
des sols est la réduction du potentiel 
des ressources en terre découlant de la 
désertification et du déboisement. 

Les projets concernant la dégra-
dation des sols traitent également des 
problèmes ayant trait à la dégradation 
de la végétation lorsque ceux-ci ont 
des impacts à moyen et long terme. 
Ces problèmes peuvent comprendre: 

La dégradation des sols a de nom-
breuses implications pour le portefeuille 
des Eaux internationales; Qualité de 
l’eau; Quantité d’eau; Bassins partagés

Aujourd’hui, nous sommes face 
à un grand enjeu: il subsiste de nom-
breuses incertitudes. 

Quant aux impacts de l’évolution du 
climat et aux solutions qui s’offrent à 
nous pour y faire face. Il existe tout sim-
plement trop d’éléments variables, tels 
que l’accroissement de la population, 
l’économie, la technologie et la pression 
sur l’environnement, qui, tout comme 
l’évolution du climat, changeront avec 
le temps. Comment peut-on donc dis-

tinguer les causes et les conséquences? 
Quelle sera la conséquence générale de 
l’ensemble des impacts? Afin de mieux 
comprendre comment les changements 
climatiques modifieront les systèmes 
naturels et humains et comment peut-on 
en minimiser les effets néfastes.

La diversité biologique peut aider à 
réduire le réchauffement planétaire ou 
à s’y adapter. Il est possible d’aider à 
réduire la pauvreté en faisant en sorte 
que la nature continue à fournir aux 
populations démunies les ressources 
qui leur sont indispensables et que, 
débordant le cadre de la réduction de 
la pauvreté, la gestion durable des res-
sources peut être un élément majeur de 
croissance et de développement pour 
toute l’humanité, indépendamment de 
son statut économique. 

Nous recommandons ceci:
• Un cadre temporel plus long pour 

les projets. Les projets d’une durée de 
7 à 10 ans, sous réserve d’être articulés 
en phases successives marquées par 
des jalons appropriés à atteindre avant 
de passer à la phase suivante.

• Une attaque des causes fondamen-
tales des pertes de biodiversité, des chan-
gements climatiques et des carences de 

la gestion des eaux internationales.
• La mise en œuvre d’activités in-

tégrées qui prennent en compte les 
problèmes de niveau local ainsi que la 
création d’un environnement favorable 
au niveau national.

• Un passage facilité des approches 
traditionnelles aux approches intégrées 
au niveau des écosystèmes, par le finan-
cement des surcoûts convenus pour l’as-
sistance technique, les investissements, 
les services financiers, le renforcement 
des capacités et la recherche ciblée.q

The International Network of NGOs 
in Desertification (RIOD), mecha-
nism through which the UNCCD 
Secretaria has been able to reach out 
and engage CSOs in its activities, has 
enabled PELUM, Lezotho (1995), and 
other NGOs from Africa, to attend the 
COP7 of UNCCD in 2005, two years 
ago, in Nairobi; for this opportunity, 
the NGOs resolved to strenghen the 
network at regional, sub regional and 
national levels. So, RIOD has definitly 
been and it is an instrument, now and 
for the future, in promoting NGO co-
operation with TerraAfrica on issues 
of the Sustainable Land Management 
(SLM) in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA).

 Due to a lack of organisation capaci-
ty not much was done, but 2005 has been 
the beginning of an international action 
where Civil Society (CSOs) was really 
involved and engaged in the solutions 
for its future, with the principles and 
spirit of the Convention. Moshe Tsehlo 

believes that one of the main points to 
achieve projects is financing. The week 
before the beginning of COP8, UNDP 
informed PELUM that they were able to 
help CSOs in indicating clear structures 
at a local, meaning national (political 
geographic division) level, regional and 
sub regional levels (physical geographic 
division), and in giving too indications to 
TerrAfrica, though consultations for the 
latter will be done.

The main income is to identify is-
sues for CSOs and to bring recommen-
dations to address them. One of the 
most important aspect regarding CSOs 
is the information needed to achieve 
objectives and actions. Will TerrAfrica 
finance these possibilities? How Ter-
rAfrica will bring its help, and how 
much will it bring? A strong engage-
ment with TerrAfrica is needed.

Another issue is to strengh the ad-
ministration, to define responsabilities, 
and the starting point for new programs 

is to redefine the objectives in TerrAf-
rica, taking account of the following 
conclusions of PELUM:

- Engaging strongly CSOs in Ter-
rAfrica Program by discussing, and 
addressing isssues of CSO participa-
tion and representation int the TerrAf-
rica Executive Committee (TAEC)

- Establishing clear “guidelines”, 
outlining the mandate, tasks, functions 
and reponsabilities of those NGO Fo-
cal Points sitting in the TAEC as CSO 
representatives

- Discussing the strategy for organ-
izing the national, sub regional and re-
gional levels.

The fact of bringing issues and 
recommendations to the TerrAfrica 
Executive Committee in order to ac-
complish CSO representation in TAEC 
is indeed a great beginning and com-
promise to be taking account by every 
body involved in decisions in TerrAf-
rica, and TAEC.q
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gional conflicts, heightens social in-
stability and economic inequality and 
puts the health and well-being of 1,200 
million people in more than 100 coun-
tries at risk.

All these issues are related to the 
activity of civil society. Groups are 
left perplexed at the inactivity and in-
difference of governments in the fight 
against poverty and are further and 
further away from reaching the Millen-
nium Development Goals. However, 
we can remind our leaders that govern-
ments cannot choose societies, but we 
can choose our governments.

During the eighth session of the 
Conference of the Parties on the Unit-
ed Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification representatives of civil 
society have put the overarching ques-
tions of the fight against poverty and 
sustainable development on the agen-
da. The participation of civil society, 
economic equality and the adjustment 
to climate change are basic elements in 
considering the implementation of the 
Convention.

Civil society groups have discussed 
the limits, potential and efficiency of 
participation, and have concentrated 
on the importance of these issues being 
reflected in concrete decisions of this 
eighth Conference of the Parties. 

COP 8 must develop effective 
mechanisms that promote and guaran-
tee the participation of young people 
in the fight against desertification and 
drought mitigation.

In order to promote the participa-
tion of civil society, a project present-
ed by NGOs was introduced during 
the Session of Opened Dialog (SOD) 
to establish a working group responsi-
ble for examining ways of increasing 
the participation of civil society in the 
implementation of the UNCCD. The 
Chairwoman of COP8 and the Minis-
ter for the Environment of the Spanish 
government positively acknowledged 
the proposal and we hope that it is ap-
proved by this conference. If this pro-
posal is ignored, everything expressed 
by the governments about participa-
tion will be simply rhetorical and show 
a lack of real commitment.

The NGOs have approached the 

overarching importance of economic 
equality and its meaning in the fight 
against desertification globally and par-
ticularly in Africa. This issue requires 
a stronger investment of resources at 
a financial, institutional and profes-
sional level. Equal opportunities for 
both men and women must be guaran-
teed and governments must recognise 
women as key agents in the manage-
ment of natural resources, especially in 
sustainable land management.

Likewise the rights of migrants 
must be recognized and a system of 
adaptive management of grazing lands 
needs to be developed which maximiz-
es sustainable productivity and mini-
mizes risks.

In addition, we have raised the issue 
about the problems and consequences 
that climate change and global warm-
ing bring to our people and especially 
the affected communities.

One of the main causes of urgency 
in this issue is how little time we have 
to adapt to desertification and climate 
change; tragedies that we have been 
aware of for years. They seem to mat-
ter very little to governments since 
specific measures have not been imple-
mented to combat the situation, despite 
the fact that the international scientific 
community and public organizations 
have been warning about these prob-
lems for some time.

For this reason, we demand that 
governments work with society as a 
whole and with a long-term vision. 

Governments must be aware of the 
fact that people cannot depend on de-
cisions made solely for short-term po-
litical or economic interests. We need 
solid, long lasting and effective com-
mitments.

We hope that this conference marks 
a turning point in the history of the 
Convention, and that the agreement of 
the Ten Year Strategic Plan marks the 
beginning of a new stage of implemen-
tation. There must be no more excuses; 
countries must fulfill the commitments 
to which they have signed up. Their 
contribution is essential in order to re-
verse soil degradation in arid areas and 
the consequent impoverishment of the 
affected communities.

The NGOs do not want to be ac-
complices in this indifference to the 
desertification of our world. We offer 
our collaboration to start to act, but we 
refuse to continue being participants 
in conventions and hollow agreements 
that propose enormous investments 
with no real results. 

 Ministers, in COP you are debat-
ing the substantive questions over the 
application of the Convention. You 
have at stake the future of our people. 
It is incumbent on you all to drive the 
effective implementation of the Con-
vention. In this conference there are 
those who are here to discuss the is-
sues, but you must be the ones to lead 
actions in the fight against desertifica-
tion. The NGOs gathered here ask you 
to act now.q
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ECO is the voice of all the civil society 
representatives participating in

COP8 in Madrid. They thank Ecologistas en 
Acción for the daily production of this bulletin.

The editorial team welcomes concise articles for 
publication in ECO.

Please give your articles to 
eco@ecologistasenaccion.org

Funding for the production of ECO has been 
provided by the UNCCD Secretariat.

The editorial team reserves the right to edit 
articles for clarity and length. 

We would like to thank all the journalists, the 
translators and the association De Amicitia for 

their collaboration in this bulletin.

Members of the Editorial Board:          
Teresita Tellería – Pronaturaleza, Cuba
Emmanuel Seck – ENDA- TM, Senegal

Khadija Razavi – CENESTA, Iran
Daniëlle de Man – ENID 

Eva Izquierdo- Ecologistas en Acción
Samuel Martín-Sosa – Ecologistas en Acción

ec
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Development NGOs at the COP8
The tenth anniversary of the beginning 
of these rounds and summits will be cel-
ebrated during COP8. These summits 
have attempted to bring together, reach 
a consensus and evaluate different poli-
cies, actions, institutions and agents who 
from the beginning of the Convention of 
the United Nations to Combat Deserti-
fication have developed and cooperated 
to work against environmental degrada-
tion and desertification.

Now is a good moment to weigh 
up and evaluate the advances that may 
have been made, as well as the set backs, 
unfulfilled promises and unsatisfied de-
mands that we have seen and heard.

Desertification is a global scale envi-
ronmental and socio-economic problem 
that demands special attention. More 
than 30% of the earth’s surfaces com-
prises of areas that are susceptible to 
desertification. Desertification has con-
sequences not only for the soil but also 
on flora and fauna. But most importantly 
we need to speak of the consequences 
on poor populations which depend on 
natural resources to survive.

- Latin America holds 23% of the 
forested surface of the planet and is 
experiencing and annual loss of 4.7 
million hectares. 
- In Africa 4 million hectares of for-
est are lost annually.
The more underdeveloped a country 

is, the poorer the population and there-
fore the consequences of the effects of 
desertification are more severe. This is 
due to the intensification of the already 
excessive exploitation of the natural re-
sources, food crises, an increase in rural 
emigration, the impact of the climate dis-
asters (droughts) and political problems 
(wars) which cause suffering and death 
for hundreds of thousands of people.

Some of the consequences according 
to CNUDL are: 

- Reduction in the earth’s resistance 
to natural climatic variability.

- Loss in soil productivity
- Deterioration of vegetation
- Putting food production at risk
- Desertification contributing to 
famine situations
- Desertification creating enormous 
social costs.
- Economic losses due to desertifi-
cation
It seems important to us to insist that 

the countries of the North take respon-

sibility since they follow a model of 
unjust growth which is environmentally 
unsustainable. This responsibility must 
be translated into effective fulfillment 
of the agreements set out in the Conven-
tion. The economic sections should be 
fulfilled alongside the implementation 
of the policies.

Environmental sustainability is not 
a unique and exclusive requirement for 
the third world. It is a global commit-
ment that must be taken on by the inter-
national community and in particular by 
developing countries. We call on devel-
oped countries to assume the responsi-
bility to ensure that policies ensure an 
equal and sustainable use of resources 
so that their own growth does not affect 
developing countries.

Only a change in the model of 
growth and the relations of inequal-
ity between the North and South - the 
cause of the majority of social, eco-
nomic and environmental imbalances 
- will make it possible to construct a 
model of shared, equitable and truly 
sustainable development.

We think it is a matter of extreme ur-
gency and importance to introduce into 
the debate a point which until now has 
not contemplated: desertification as a 
military weapon (political control and 
destruction of water supply systems, 
forced displacement of populations and 
the consequent abandonment of land, 
destruction of cultures…).

Examples such as Palestine force us 
consider the necessity of introducing 
the use of ‘desertification as a military 
weapon’ into the debate against deserti-
fication. These attitudes cannot be pre-
sented as a mere list of facts but should 
be put forward and acted upon by isolat-
ing and sanctioning the perpetrators and 
by supporting those who are suffering 
the effects.

It is evident that there is an intrin-
sic relationship between environmental 
degradation and poverty. The abuse of 
natural resources constitutes a breach of 
human rights and it demands immediate 
action.

The development NGOs propose the 
following solutions in accordance with 
the commitments of the convention:

- To improve social, cultural and 
economic conditions.
- To prevent the advance of erosion 
and deterioration of vegetation.

- To introduce ground use planning
- To introduce conservationist farm-
ing techniques
- To use irrigation systems that 
avoid the dangers of sedimentation 
and salinization.
- To develop varieties of drought re-
sistant vegetables
- To improve the prediction of long 
term drought and early warning sys-
tems
- To conserve the native forests and 
encourage reforestation
- To extend technical knowledge, 
especially for those who work in 
environmental conservation
- Increase the number of macro-
projects
- Improve the situation for the inter-
national community. 
- Complete the agreements that have 
already been set out.q


